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1. INTRO
There are 2 networks of Local Action Groups (LAGs) in Spain: the Spanish Network of Rural Development - REDR (the biggest, with more than 160 LAGs) and the National Network of Rural Development - REDER (90 members, LAGs and others associations related with rural development).

Both of them are members of the National Rural Network, a network created within the Directorate-General of Sustainable Rural Development of the Ministry of Environment and Rural and Marine Areas of Spain. At European level, because of their membership to the National Rural Network, they are part of the EN RD (established by European Commission – DG AGRI). But only REDR participates representing the Spanish LAGs in European LEADER Association for Rural Development - ELARD (more than 800 LAGs).

In this document we will focus in REDR, given that it is the only network specifically representing LAGs in Spain.

2. SPANISH NETWORK FOR RURAL DEVELOPMENT (REDR)
Description

The Spanish Network for Rural Development (Red Española de Desarrollo Rural, REDR) is a non-profit making association which was founded in 1995 with the general aim of promoting a global and sustainable model of rural development.

The REDR is the main network of LAGs in Spain: made up of the 11 Regional Networks formally constituted in Spain (groups of LAGs of the same region) and many LAGs that are members individually. Totally, more than 160 LAGs throughout Spain are forming REDR. These Regional Groups manage Programs and Initiatives related to Rural Development, essentially EU Initiative LEADER and the Operative Program for Development and Diversification of Rural Areas (PRODER).

REDR is a consolidated and unite network, open and at service of its members groups, where plural ideas coexist.
Objectives

The aim of REDR is to be a useful tool for their members. Its objectives are:
1. To represent the interests of its members in the Public Administrations: at national, EU and international level. To reinforce their presence in supranational networks and associations as well as in the national and international decision making forums about Rural Development.
2. To render value added services to its members to enhance and complement the services provided by the Regional Networks to LAGs in their territories.
3. To boost rural development policies to improve the welfare of rural population and their permanence in rural areas thus guaranteeing the quality of the environment, and of the activities and employments in this areas.
4. To promote and encourage measures and synergies in order to facilitate the rural development in a global way: sector of the population experiencing grater difficulties, agro-food production, rural tourism, preservation and protection of the environment, rural SMEs, national and international cooperation, etc.
REDR as representative of Spanish LAGs
At national level

REDR participates in the following national decision-making bodies:
1. Rural Development Programs of the regions:
Although the Rural Development Programs in Spain are a competence of the regional governments, there are Monitoring Committees of the Rural Development Programs where REDR participates.
These Committees are made up of regional and local authorities, economic and social stakeholders, as well as associations representing civil society.
2. The Spanish National Rural Network (NRN) - Red Rural Nacional:
Like all the Member States of the EU, Spain ha the National Rural Network (NRN). NRN provide an important link at Member State level between the national administrations and organizations involved in rural development (including Local Action Groups). The Spanish National Rural Network was set up following its approval on July 17, 2008. It was established to strengthen links, disseminate experiences and act as a common cooperation ground for all actors involved in sustainable rural development in Spain.

The Directorate-General of Sustainable Rural Development of the Ministry of Environment and Rural and Marine Areas (Managing Authority) chairs the network, while the Spanish Network Support Unit (operates within the Managing Authority) is responsible for the functioning of the network and the implementation of its work plan. In other words, this network is part of the Spanish governmental organization.
The network has three main strategic objectives:

1. to improve the implementation of the EU’s 2007–13 Rural Development Program in the whole rural territory;

2. to increase the development capacity of rural territories and promote the bottom-up approach;

3. to promote knowledge on the rural environment.

The network is composed of stakeholders from a wide spectrum of sectors – notably, public administration, universities, federations, social partners, professional associations, other rural networks and non-governmental organizations (NGOs). 
REDR participates directly and actively in the following bodies of the NRN:


- Monitoring Committee of the NRN


- Subcommittee LEADER


- Many working tables.
3. Law 45/2007 for Sustainable Rural Development

This law was published September 14, 2007 with the aim of developing the European regulations about rural development in Spain. The article 40 of this Law establishes the "Table of associations for rural development" which is an advisory body and participates in the creation, monitoring and evaluation of the Sustainable Rural Development Program, one of the horizontal programs created at national level (vs. Rural Development Programs that are competence of the regions).
At the European Union
1. ELARD
The European LEADER Association for Rural Development - ELARD was founded in Belgium in 1999 by the National LEADER Networks of Local Action Groups (LAGs) of France, Greece, Ireland, Italy and Spain (REDR is a founding member). At present, more than 800 Local Action Groups are involved either through their national or regional networks or as individual members.
ELARD represent the interests and needs of its members in front of other international, European, and national institutions. It is recognized by the DG Agriculture and Rural Development as the European Association representing the Local Action Groups at European level and has been admitted to the European Network for Rural Development (ENRD), as provided for under the new Rural Development regulation 1698/05, through participation in both the ENRD Co-ordination Committee and the LEADER Sub-Committee. 

The association works actively to make the LEADER approach better known among the European decision-makers in order to maintain its position as an essential part of the European Rural Development Policy.
2. EN RD

REDR is member of ENRD through its membership to NRN.
The European Network for Rural Development (ENRD) acts as a focal point for all rural development actors across the EU. Established by the European Commission (DG Agriculture and Rural Development) following agreement by the EU Member States, in particular the EN RD helps to ensure that Member States efficiently implement Rural Development Programs (RDPs).

The main areas of work of the Network are:

1. collect, analyze and disseminate information on rural development measures and practices;

2. provide information on developments in rural areas;

3. organize meetings and seminars;

4. set up and run networks to facilitate exchange of expertise, support implementation and evaluation of rural development policy;
5. support the national networks and transnational cooperation initiatives.
The network's activities are intended to support and benefit these stakeholders:

1. relevant administrations and institutions;

2. rural networks;

3. relevant organizations at European level;

4. Local Action Groups;

5. Other bodies and actors concerned with rural development.

3. ARC2020
Agricultural and Rural Convention - ARC 2020 is a multi-stakeholder platform of over 150 civil society networks and organizations (from 22 Member States) all working on issues affected by the EU’s Common Agricultural Policy (CAP). This European network of organizations works as a forum, relevant for the future of the European rural development.
The main task of REDR within ARC2020 in the last months has been to co-elaborate a document showing the common opinion of the ARC2020members regarding the new Common Agricultural Policy in EU after 2013.
Main own projects and activities of REDR

1. International Workdays "Más LEADER" organized during September 2012 in Madrid.
2. Attendance to meetings of the bodies where REDR participates at national and EU level. Official documents elaborated.

3. Visibility of the Rural Development in Spain: REDR website is the website of reference for rural development in Spain. REDR also publishes regularly a newsletter to disseminate news about rural development. Finally, REDR publishes informative documents and publications.

4. Cooperation:
· The call for proposals about inter-territorial cooperation funded by NRN has been cancelled during 2012 due to financial problems.
· International cooperation has been developed during last year thanks to the signing of agreements between REDR and the Agency for International Cooperation of Spain (AECID) during 2009/10 and with other organizations like the Inter-American Institute for agricultural cooperation (IICA) and Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO). Most of the projects are developed in Latin America (establishment of LAG in Bolivia, capacity building courses in Chile, Argentina, Paraguay, Ecuador, etc...). Other agreements about exchange of best practices and training were recently signed with Costa Rica and Honduras administrations.
3. POTENTIAL COOPERATION WITH LEADER PLUS IN SERBIA
In its website, REDR publishes the following information about its international cooperation:

The transnational cooperation in LEADER + is not only possible with LAGs from other rural areas from EU Member States (as it was in the previous programs), but also with groups organized following the LEADER model in thirds countries (non-EU countries).

Objectives:

1. To organize meetings among LAGs

2. To boost initiatives related with cooperation.

3. To help LAGs of REDR to find partners for cooperation

4. To disseminate experiences among LAGs.

5. Create a data-base of innovative projects implemented to use them as examples by others members of REDR.
1. The possibility of establish other kind of "agreements" for cooperation with REDR is reflected in REDR website.

